
The Dangers 
of Wealth 

WA R M - U P 1.  Have you every participated in a dangerous or 
 extreme sport?  What was it like?  If you haven’t, 
 would you like to try it?  Why or why not?

2.  If you had ten million dollars, what would you do 
 with it?  Why?

 

3.  Think of the most dangerous situation you have 
 been in.  What happened?  

 

PERSONAL
APPLICATION

1.  What did you learn from this lesson and how 
 will you put it into practice?

2. Are you handling your wealth in a way that honors 
 God?  Are you faithfully giving your tithe?

3. Is wealth a temptation or a trap for you?  How can 
 you be free from the dangers of wealth?

P R AY E R On the space provided below, record prayer requests 
and answers to prayer.
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W O R D
21Jesus looked at him and loved him.  “One thing you 
lack,” he said.  “Go, sell everything you have and give to 
the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, 
follow me.” 22At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, 
because he had great wealth.

Mark 10:21,22

The rich young ruler in Mark 10:17-22 enthusiastically 
came to Jesus to know the truth, but he did not follow 
Him.  After we encounter Jesus, the goal is that we 
would follow Him and have a growing relationship 
with Him. But this man loved his wealth more than he 
could obey God.  In this lesson, we will look at some 
dangers of wealth.   

1. Wealth is deceitful and 
can choke the Word.
. . . but the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth 
and the desires for other things come in and choke the 
word, making it unfruitful.

Mark 4:19

Why do some think their problems would be solved 
if they had more money?  How is wealth deceitful?  
How does wealth choke the Word?  

2. Wealth is a temptation and a trap.  
People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap 
and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge 
men into ruin and destruction.

1 Timothy 6:9

How can even just the desire for wealth cause us to 
fall into temptation?  What is a trap?  How are wealth 
and debt a trap? 

3. Wealth brings arrogance and 
misplaced hope. 
Command those who are rich in this present world not to 
be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so 
uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides 
us with everything for our enjoyment.

1 Timothy 6:17

God provides for our enjoyment, but the 
Bible commands us not to be arrogant.  Why 
should we not put our hope in wealth?  

4. Wealth can make you lukewarm.  
16“So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I 
am about to spit you out of my mouth. 17You say,  ‘I am 
rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.’ But 
you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind 
and naked.”

Revelation 3:16,17

How can thinking that “we have everything and don’t 
need God” be dangerous?     

Wealth has its dangers, but that does not mean we 
should all give it up and become poor.  Jesus asked the 
rich young man to sell all he had because his heart 
was wrapped around with his wealth.  

Because wealth can be dangerous, we should live by 
the laws God has given us.  One of His commands is 
to tithe, which is a reminder of our allegiance to Him, 
that what we have is a blessing from Him.  

9Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits 
of all your crops; 10then your barns will be filled to 
overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.

Proverbs 3:9,10
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